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which came up in the western world after Napoleon s conquest of Egypt in 1798 and reached a peak in 19th
century America, was uttered in a vast amount of novels and stories concerned with Egypt and its symbols. One
of the most important of these symbols, among pyramids and Pharaohs, is the mummy - the human body,
which has survived not only centuries but millenniums. The interest of novelists with Egypt in general and the
mummy in particular may have been in its zenith in 19th century, but it has never completely ceased, as the
great variety of books about mummies recently published shows. In this paper, Louisa May Alcott s little-known
short story (Trafton 2005:126) Lost in a Pyramid or the Mummy s Curse, which was published in 1869, will be
compared to a novel by Anne Rice: The Mummy or Ramses the Damned, having been published in 1980, but
having chosen a setting at the beginning of the 20th century (1914). This paper wants to show, that in spite of
having been written with 111 years time distance, the two texts, use a surprisingly similar set of themes and
motives to develop their story. After a short exploration of the historical background of the two texts, | will try to
identify and analyze these elements. The examination of the single motives will then lead to the question of a
general...
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