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indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: .is to say, in subjective rhythm as well as in objectively figured series,
subordinate rhythmical diFerences in the material sink out of consciousness less rapidly than the inclusion of
fresh elements takes place; in other words, the organic complexity of the rhythmic unit increases with every
acceleration in the rate of succession. The duration of these simple structural groups, as may be inferred,
decreases with such acceleration, but at a much more rapid rate than is the case with the total reach of
rhythmical apprehension, the value of that unit which appears in connection with the highest speed here
included being less than half a second. The liveliness of such rapid measures is thus a resultant of several
factors. It is not a consequence solely of the more rapid rate at which the individual stimuli succeed one
another, but depends also on the shortening of the periods of both these rhythmical units and on the
progressive divergence of the simple from the complex group. The influence of the rate of succession on the
rhythmical unit is not confined to its segregation from adjacent groups, but aFects the internal configuration
of the measure as well. With every acceleration in rate the relative preponderance of the interval following the
accented element (in rhythms having initial stress) increases; as the rate is retarded, smaller and smaller
degrees of diFerence in the values of accented and unaccented intervals are discriminated. In this regard the
influence of reduction in the absolute...
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